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research in dental public health. The past two decades have seen significant advances in the understanding of the determinants
of oral health. The purpose of this review is to summarize this research and provide a framework for future research. Studies of
dental caries, periodontal disease, oral mucosal lesions, caries in childhood, and dental fluorosis have been reviewed. The focus
is on the identification of risk and protective factors that explain variation in the prevalence, incidence, and severity of disease
and conditions, using multivariate techniques. Dental caries has a large impact on public health and costs. Biological factors,
such as genotype, interact with environmental conditions. Folic acid prevents dental caries, suggesting a causal pathway from
maternal periconceptional intake to offspring disease. Periodontal disease also results from multiple interacting risk and
protective factors, which may differ by dental health status and ethnicity. It is unclear whether maternal smoking, household
smoking, and the child's own cigarette smoking contribute to periodontal disease. Factors associated with oral mucosal lesions in
children are similar to those in adults. Caries in childhood is associated with dental plaque, poor nutrition, caries in childhood,
and the child's oral health habits. Fluorosis is found in more than 80% of school children and is strongly associated with water
fluoride levels. This may be a function of other environmental factors, poor nutrition, or fluoride metabolism. For all conditions,
the challenge is to identify the most important factors. Overall, the evidence is consistent that much is known about the
determinants of oral diseases and conditions, yet the field is not static. For new questions, factors are likely to include the social
context, genetics, and knowledge of risk.There is considerable interest in generating CO.sub.2 and H.sub.2 as well as in other
products from H.sub.2 O and CO.sub.2 as well as mixtures thereof. Many potential methods for accomplishing this have been
proposed, many of which involve the partial combustion of hydrocarbon fuels at high temperatures. In most cases, this results in
a combustion mixture containing a substantial amount of free oxygen and highly reactive free radicals which, if allowed to
remain, would oxidize even the trace amounts of metal present. Because 82157476af
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